The 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne) provides aviation support to U.S. Special
Operations Forces. The capabilities of the 160th SOAR (A) have evolved since the early 1980s. Shortly
after the aborted hostage rescue mission in Iran, Desert One, the Army formed a special aviation unit. The
unit drew on the best aviators in the Army and immediately began an intensive training program in low-
level, night operations. The unit became know as Task Force 160 because of the constant attachment and
detachment of units to prepare for a wide variety of missions. Its focus on night operations resulted in the
nickname, the “Night Stalkers.” The unit was reorganized in 1990, designated the 160th SOAR (A), and
assigned to the U.S. Army Special Operations Command.
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